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A TENTH ; 


'LETTAEK 


FROM 
The FARM ER, Er. 


. My beſt beloved COUNTRYMEN, 


— 
o 


HAVE proved to you, that the Right of 
electing Members to repreſent You in Parlia- 
ment, is, in its Nature of deeper Importance, 
and in its Conſequence of more intereſting Con- 
cern, than any other Privilege that can belong to 


A 2 4 


Society. 


(64) . 
I could further, apparently, demonſtrate, that it 
would be mutually for the Advantage of Thoſe 
who govern and Thoſe who are governed, of the 
Tempters and the Tempted, of the Seducers and the 
Seduced, that no Influence whatever ſhould be ad- 


mitted by Electors; but that All ſhould Vote with 
Freedom, with Impartiality, with Virtue. 


From whence do Treaſons, Rebellions, Sediti- 
ons, Contempt of Law, Oppoſition to Magiſtracy, 
and all the Diſtractions that can rend Society, ariſe ? 


even from the Vices, Depravities, and Corruptions 
of the People. | | 


Ir theſe Things are not ſo, it would be curious to 
ſee a Treatiſe of the contrary Syſtem, (compiled 
perhaps by @ Cork Surgeon, or ſome other of the 
many Mounte banks, who daily mix Powder of Poſt 
and Poiſon for our Political Conſtitution) wherein it 
ſhould be clearly argued, and moſt ingeniouſly evin- 
ced, that Slavery derives the Rancour and Extent of 
its Chain from the Popular Senſe and Afſſertion of Li- 
verty ; that National Vices take their Origin from the 
Virtue of {ndividuals:;, and that the deteſtable Wretch, 
doboſe Integrity is Proof to all the Shocks of Power 
and Allurements "of Wealth, is an Enemy to good 
Government, and a fattious Peſt to bis Coun- 
wry. * 


Hap we been the unhappy Members of an arbi- 
trary Tariſdiftion, where Obedience was meaſured by 
Power, and Will eftabliſhed for Law To advance, 
or even confeſs a Senſe of National or Natural Free- 
dom, would be Treaſon to ſuch Government, a di- 
rect Aſſault upon the State. 


Bur 
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Bur, bleſſed be our Gop ! and thoſe our gene- 


Tous Forefathers, whoſe Providence we will adore, 


and whoſe Inſtitutions we will hold faſt ; Who 


have founded and cemented our incofnparable 
Eftabliſhment, in the Deepneſs of Council, and in 
the Effuſion of Blood; This our Eſtate is not of 
Obedience to Lawleſs Power, but commiſſioned Au- 
thorjty ; it is not ſubjected to private Will, but di- 
rected by public Reaſon. 


Hz therefore, among us, who builds his Alles 
giance, on the Foundation of Liberty, of Integrity, 
of Virtue; is alone the Kindred Part of ſuch @ 
plorious Connection, the true Member of his Country, 
the firm Abettor of his Kinc, whoſe Power is 
erected on thoſe very Principles : While he who 
would debauch, divert, or terrify, a ſingle Man 
from his Freedom, or the Dictates of his Conſcience, 
is ſo far an Underminer of our thrice bleſſed Conſti- 


tution, an Alien to his ,; and a Traitor to 
bis Sovereign. 


Ir GEORGE the SECOND is to be ſupported * 


a baſe and corrupt People, by whom are the Tr- 
RANTS of the Earth to be upheld? 


Ir Kings, whoſe diſtinguiſhed and pre-eminent 
Throne is pillar*d by the Liberties and Conſent of 
their Subjects, ſhould yet attempt to ſap that 
Foundation of Virtue, whereon the Pillars of Li- 
| berly and Conſent are laid; What new Props ſhall 
be put to ſuſtain their Dominion, that can differ 
from the Supporters of thoſe abſolute Seigniories? 
Where Empire is at Strife with the Weal of the 
People, and an and Magiſtracy are the Woe 
12 the Land. 
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Wu Miniſters would inſinuate to the Princes 
of ſuch a Conſtitution, that they have an Intereſt 
diſtinct from that of their Subjects; that therefore 
an Oppoſition is neceſſary to uphold Prerogative z 
and that Bribery will engage Abettors, and Corrup- 
tion win Loyaliſts, to the Advancement of Power 
and Elevation of the Throne ; It is by no Means 

the Intereſts of their royal and deluded Maſters, 
that ſuch perfidious Architects, intend to erect; it is to 
attain Dominion to their own peculiar Party ; that by 
ſevering the Hearts of beloved Monarchs from their 
Subjects, and transferring the royal Confidence 
to their own Cabal, in wielding the Scepter of their 
Princes, they might alſo rule the People ; for it hath 
ever been the Maxim of the Devil and his Machia- 
vels, to govern by Diviſion, and derive Power to them 
ſelves from the Weakneſs of others. But a free and 
loyal Nation would counterwork ſuch pernicious 
. Meaſures, as well in Love to their SovEREION, as 
in Providence to their ſelves. f | 


Wuaen I adviſe you to ſuch, or ſuch Repreſen- 
tatives, I direct you to no Man of any Faction 
whatever, Conſtitutional and Anticonſtitutional, is your 
Mark; he is not to be of Paul or Cepbas, of this 
Party or of that, but of the Proteſtant Church of 
CariIsT and the royal Houſe of Hanovex ; ſuch, 
as no Oppoſition ſhall ſtagger, no Influence divert, 
from the joint Intereſts of our ConsT1TUT1ON, our 
CounT8y, and our KING. | 


Cons tDbER, my dear Friends, that you are not a 
hidden People, you are not neither placed in a dark 
Lanthorn, nor put under a Buſhel. You are the Metro- 
polis of a great Nation, a Light ſet upon our higheſt 
Hill, to illuſtrate your whole Country by the bright 
Shining of your Example. You are the Source of 
Vice or Virtue, of Servility or Freedom, to all the 

| other 
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other inferior and remote Corporations. Tou cats 
not but be diſtinguiſhed, for Infamy, or for Ha- 
nour. You, then, who are for our Conſtitution ; for 
our Country, for our KI x, rank in with your Loy- 
aliſts, adhere to your Patriots ! So ſhall. that Coun: 
try repoſe in Peace upon your Boſom, the KI N 
of our Conſtitution ſhall know his Confidence in time 

of Need, and his Deſcendants ſhall clave to the 
Intereſt of your Poſterity. i 0 4205 7 


So may I proſper here, and be bleſſed hereafter, 
as I am honeſt, and true, and confident, - in avers 
ring, that our Religion and our Liberties; our Con- 
ſtitution, and the Houſe of our Ro L AND ORA- 
ctous MaAsr ER, can no way be ſecured, can no 
way be preſerved, but by the Public Virtue, and pub- 
lie Spirit of the People. D h . . 


Ir is a Spirit that I truſt will ever riſe ſuperior, 
to the Overbearings of Influence, and Difcounte- 
nance of the Great: As I truſt it will alſo roll with 
Freedom and with Order, within its natural Chan- 
nels of Reaſon and of hm.. 


WHATEVER our 1 have impu+ 
dently affirmed, of the univerſal Depravity of a 
neighbouring Nation; when, in order to recom 
mend Wirtkedneſs and Corruption to your Favour, 
they tell you that Patriotiſm is Hypocriſy, and pub- 
lic Spirit a Farce : Even London, the Metropolis 
of the Country from whence we come, is pregnant 
with many ſhining and recent Examples, to Us 
her beloved Deſcendants, and her Siſter City of 


- LONDON is not barely jealqus of her own 
+ Rights and proper Privileges ; She is Jealous * 


(8) 
of the Honour of any Man who cn. her 
Truſt. TO | 


Gian of her l |” - — 8 
che very Alderman next the Chair, was ſuſpected 
of receiving a Bribe, to give his Vote in Parlia- 
ment, not wholly agreeable to the Intereſts of his 
Cauntry.. What enſued? Though by the uſual and 
regular Rotation, it was his turn to be advanced to 
the Dignity of Lord Mayor; not all the Interceſ- 
fion and Authority of the Great, the Solicitation 
of Friendſhip, and Influence of, Office, could pro- 
cure him that Honour te which his Innocence fag 
entitled him. He ſtood ſtignatized with the Impu- 
tation of a, vile and corrupt Action; and the Loy+ 

al, the Firm, the virtuous Citizens of London an- 
nually oppoſed and rejected his Suit with Diſdain; 
and he remains to this Day an Inſtance of their 
ane. 3 


Lev me add to the Diſtin&tion and Virtue of that 
FREE Prorrx, that they ſollicited and in a Manner 
compelled into .. that unblemiſhed and e- 
minent Patriot, Sir Jon BARN ARD, at a time that 

he induſtriouſly declined the Honour they offered 
him, and by a Letter to their Chairman, read in pub- 
lick Aſſembly, apologized, for his Incapacity of diſ- 


ſo great a o. on Account of his Infir- 
mities and want of Health. | | 


_ ew Res Honour and 98 0 dar great arid 


People appoint to the Claims of Service, and 
even the Silence of Merit ; inſomuch that it is ob- 
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ty, generally ſtand orth diſtinguiſhed in the Parlia. 


tary Rank the es th 
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— langer, mention one Influncs more, that ey 
licable to your preſent Caſe, an Inſtance, 
oi 1 Britiſh Annals will be careful to convey 
to your — It is taken from the late Conduct 
of the independent Electors of 'Weftminfter ; and 1 
have my Information from ſome Gentlemen with 
whom I was intimate in London, and who were 


e — Qomh: 


WESTMINSTER, for many TIDY had been call: 
ed the Miniſterial Borough. It was looked upon aa 


a Votary, a very Property to Influence. The Candi- 


es were generally appointed without Trouble, 
= of Feſtivalsz and were n debe 
en Shevr of eee | 
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Tax Gibbs 1 the Acq uaintance 
of Crutian their City was the Reſidence — Home 
of Dependents, of Fu Waiters for Employment, 
and bumble Suitors for Place : Among whom are ma- 
ny Wretches, who would be the Firſt to betray their 
Patrons, and the laſt: to ſned a ſingle Drop of Blood, 
in. Defence of the ROYAL oath aro * whom their 


20a; this ——— Ele&ion, - 1 „ 
| and Sir Charles Wager, the two late Members, were 
again appointed Candidates; and no Obſtruction was 


expected, no Oppo appeared, 


LORD ———— to AE Truth, was a M 7 
ſomewhat * of ding to each Turn, an 


veering 
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veering with Occaſions to make him for or againſt 
Party, or Country, or King, it was ſufficient? to 
ſhew him the Banner where his Intereſt was ranged. 
Sir Charles was a Man of well-merited Eſtimation, 
who was an honeſt-hearted Briton, and a gallant Sea- 
Officer, had done Honour to his Roy au Commiss10- 
VER, and true Service to his Couxr Rv. But, at this Pe» 

riod of Time, he was ſo far in the Decline of Life, 
and Capacity, that he wanted rather a Couch for 
Slumber, than the watchful Seat in Parliament; a 
Nurſe- keeping for himſelf, and not the Guardianſhip of 
a Nation. | | 


Sox few Days before that of Election, a ſmall 
Company of active and independent Men aſſembled, 
but without any Proſpect, as it was then imagined, 
of making the leaſt Oppoſition. When One, more 
ſanguine than the 1 to draw up an Ad- 
vertiſement to be inſerted in the public Papers, requeſ- 
ting a Meeting of the free Electors, in order to con- 
ſider of two proper Candidates to repreſent them in 


Tais was accordingly done; and at the appoint- 
ed Meeting, Curioſity drew together about four- 
__ſcore Perſons. Chorles Edwin, Eſq; a Gentleman 
of a large Fortune in Wales, dropt in by mere Acci- 
dent, and, being a free Inhabitant of Weſtminſter, 
and a Perſon of Conſequence, the Company joined 
to pay him the Compliment of the Chair. 


ADMIRAL ' at that time in the Weſt Jake, 

was then propoſed, and unanimouſly admitted a 
Candidate; and after ſome time a further Motion 

| Was 
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was made, and the Com agreed in requeſti 

Mr. Edwin to be their ſechnd Candidate 3 univerſally 
engaging that each Man then preſent ſhould exert his 
utmoſt Intereſt to promote his Election. After ſome 
real Reluctance on the Part of Mr. Edwin, he was 
at length prevailed on to accept the Honour they of- 
fered him; and Matters being thus fixed, they part· 
ed for the Purpoſe, 2 7 


On the firſt Day of Election, in caſting up o 
the Books, the Miniſteria Members 2 Jo 
be ſeven hundred a head; and this confirmed the 
Public in their former Opinion, of the Abſurdity 
and Weakneſs of an Attempt at Oppoſition. ” 


Zur the few active Spirits, who had engaged in 
this Enterprize, were not to be lightly or ſuddenly 
diſmayed ; They were Strangers to Reſt at this im- 
portant Juncture; They ſpread themſelves through- 
out the City and Liberties of Weſtminſter ; They 
diſplayed their white Flag, for Vernon, Edwin and 
LiserTyY ! and many Freemen came together, and 
ranged under that Banne. 8 


Ir ſhould here be obſerved, that theſe two 
Candidates were known to be old and ſtaunch 
Whigs, whoſe Families had been active in the 
glorious Revolution, and were at all times diſtin- 

guiſhed for their Firmneſs and Loyalty to the 
' rayal Houſe of Hanover, and to the preſent happy 
Eftabliſoment. 
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Tuis Election began on Monday, and nat with 
ſtanding that Days Diſparity, by the Tharſday fol- 
lowing the. Independents. were drawing near to an 
Equality upon the Poll-Books. The Dependents 
were greatly alarmed at this; they found that they 
had already ſpent their beſt Fire; they had Intell» 
gence that the Numbers and Powers of their Op- 
— daily encreaſed; a Council was called 
hereon; they determined at all Adventures to ſe- 
cure their Majority; this was agreed to be done 
in the ſure old May; the High-Bayliff had a Sign 
appointed to him for cloſing tbe Boots; to this he 
objected his perſonal Danger, and chat ſuch an il- 
legal and arbitrary Step might irritate the People z 
to quiet the Fears of the-High-Bayl#, three Jul. 
tices of the Peace and the Army were to be in- 
troduced, and Affairs being thus premeditated and 
ſettled, on Friday the Coneerters with all their in- | 
ſtruments gave due Attendance, | 


As the Place of Election was. at + the ilk Steps 
of Covent-garden Church, the Guards were ,convey- 

into the Church-yard the back Way 125 Bed. 
ft res, wen alt pollitte Frere... . | 


Ar the appointed Hour on Friday, wh Time 
was purpoſely waſted in the Parade of Buſineſs, 
and a few Perſons indifferently polled on both Sides, 6 
Till the Dependents took the Alarm, on the Ap- 
pearance of the white Flag at the Head of upward + 
of two hundred independent Voters marching up 
in Order _— the loud Huzzas of the Peo- 


_ 


Trry 
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THzy inftantly ſeized the Occaſian ; „ a Riot! a 
| Riot! they cried out, ſhut the Books! imm 
the Books were ſhut; all was Amazement, all Con- 
fuſion ; and the Dependents retired to the Veſ⸗ 


try. 


1 ſome time after the trembling High 

came forth, and with Heſitation declared 
— and Sir Charles Wager duely clefted. 
Upon. this the Guards turned out in their De- 
fence; the Populace were exaſperated, and threa- 
tened an "Afar: But then it was, that thoſe vexy 
SeP1rITs, whoſe Virtue had informed, and whoſe 
Action had animated this People, to the Aſertion 
of their prime Privilege, the Eſſence of all their Ei- 
erties, the Fountain of all their Rights, even the. 
great and happy Freedom of an independent Election; 
thoſe very SeirITs, I ſay, then knew their due 
Limits, the Line of Law and good Government, which 
VigTue' and LiBERTY will never attempt to pals ; 
They flew among the enraged Citizens, - ry com- 
manded, they entreated; their Power carried Peace, 
and their Oratory Perſuaſion ; the high wrought 
Paſſions of the Multitude ſubſided before them, and: 


each retired patient, though murmuring, to his. 


Tr1s remarkable Tranſaction, and Attempt on -- 
the Conſtitution, at once fired and collected all the 
Patriots of Fortune and Conſequence . 
the ON L 
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A Petition thereon was ſpeedily preferred to the 
Houſe of Commons, ſigned with the Names of up- 
ward of eight thouſand free Eleftors. After a full 
Hearing the Election was declared by Parliament to 
be void, the high Bayliff was ſent to Newgate ; and 
the three famous Juſtices were brought on their Knees 
to the Bar of that Honourable Houſe, where they re- 
ceived a ſevere aa, * > ts for their high and heinous 
Offence, A new Writ was iſſued for a freſh Electi- 
on, Lord Percival, now Earl of Egmont, was Joined 
with Mr. Edwin, in the Room of Admiral Vernon 
who had been choſen for Ipſwich, and they were ac- 
cordingly elected without Oppoſition, 


Ir Fables often carry their Moral along with them: 

Can Fa#s, ſo nearly relative, ſo eminent, and inte- 
reſting, require any further Inference, or Application 
n ale 


Though Yon judiciouſly decline to make any Pa- 
rade, by Diſplaying the Standard or white Flag of 
your LIBER TI ES; the great and indefeaſible Patent 
thereof is written in the Heart of every FREE Ci- 
TIZEN, which he will not ſuffer to be blotted by the 
Baſeneſs of Influence, or eraſed by the encroaching 
Hand of Power. | 


Om your Left ſtands the Coloſſus of Aldermanic 
Authority, beſtriding your Trade, and trampling on 
your Poſſeſſions; his Stature conceal a Hoff of 
Jobbs, Briberies, Corruptions; while Poverty, Slave - 
ry and Miſery, lye ſkulking in the Rear. 


On 
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Ox your right. Hand, ſtands LIBER Ty, in Ap- 
e unportioned and rudely apparelled, yer of 
heavenly Origin, and of Features Divine ! She is 
ſupported on each Side by Yirtue and Reaſon, 
Honour and Afiuence come cloſe behind, her Train 
is compoſed of the buſy Crafis, ingenious Arts, 
and poliſhed Sciences; Candour, Humanity and 
Chearfulneſs, ſmile throughout the acquainted Ranks; 
and HAayeiness cloſes the accompliſhed Rear. 


Wno can heſitate a Moment on which Side to 
arrange ? . | 
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